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L.I. Rep. Carolyn McCarthy’s district on the chopping block

State losing two congressional seats based on Census results

By Kenneth Lovett 

Wednesday, February 8, 2012, 8:59 PM

ALBANY — Democratic Rep. Carolyn McCarthy’s Long Island district is on the chopping block as state leaders begin redrawing congressional boundaries, the Daily News has learned.

State Senate and Assembly negotiators are looking at merging McCarthy’s Nassau County district into a Nassau-Queens district now held by fellow Dem Gary Ackerman, sources close to the planning said.

McCarthy’s current district “collides” with Ackerman’s, making it a perfect candidate for merger, insiders said.

The lines are expected to be drawn in a way that favors Ackerman in a potential primary.

McCarthy, 68, was first elected in 1996, three years after her husband was killed and her son injured by Long Island Rail Road shooting madman Colin Ferguson.

While she pushed an aggressive gun-control agenda, McCarthy has never been considered a major player in the New York delegation.

Her potential political demise is not considered personal.

Insiders said McCarthy comes into play because Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, as the Daily News first reported, wants to protect Republican Bob Turner’s Queens-Brooklyn seat that belonged to Democrat Anthony Weiner until he resigned amid a sexting scandal.

Silver believes the Dems can win the seat back at the polls in November.

A glut of downstate districts make the region an easy target for downsizing as New York loses two congressional seats in 2012 based on Census results.

“The problem is there are too many mouths to feed down there and not enough population,” one source said. “Districts are going to have to grow.”

Seventeen of the state’s 29 current House members represent New York City or Long Island.

If McCarthy’s district is eliminated, an upstate Republican district is expected to be axed as well to even out the partisan bloodletting.

Insiders say a decision on which Republican would go has not been made, but would likely result from the slicing up of the sprawling district belonging to Ulster County Democratic Rep. Maurice Hinchey, who is retiring.

One likely target is Republican Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, whose central and western New York seat could be redrawn to include Democrat-heavy Ithaca, which currently falls in Hinchey’s district, insiders said.

GOPers have also privately raised the possibility of not giving up anyone from their party, which would send the matter to court.

Reps for the Assembly and Senate declined comment on the ongoing negotiations.
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